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The end of a school year has traditionally
been a time of celebration. Students may cel-
ebrate because summer vacation has arrived,
and families typically gather to celebrate stu-
dents who have earned their diplomas and
degrees. But just as it's compromised many
other traditional celebrations, the COVID-
19 pandemic is changing how families can
safely celebrate graduation.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of medical
researchers, a handful of COVID-19 vaccina-
tions have been developed and approved
since the end of 2020. As more and more
people become vaccinated, the world is
gradually emerging from the pandemic.
However, members of the class of 2021 will
likely have to celebrate in unique circums
stances. Such celebrations may not be tradi-
tional, but they cansstill be fun..Families may
even enjoy-finding new anddnique ways to
celebrate graduation this spring.
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-Create a school-themed “movie” where

grads are the stars. Students’ academic
careers are filled with milestones, and the
emergency of various technologies over
the past two decades has made it easier
than ever for families to document those
milestones. Parents can pore through the
many photos and videos they've created
through the years and create a “This Is
Your Life" video montage documenting
all the special school-related moments
students have had on their way to earn-
ing their diplomas and degrees. Parents
can share the video with relatives if they
still can't gather en masse come gradua-
tion season.

-Plan a special dinner. Graduation dinners

are one tradition that need not fall by the
wayside, even if meals might not resem-
ble traditional meals. Families comfort-

able dining out can book a reservation
at the grad’s favourite restaurant, while
those who prefer to avoid dining out can
order takeout from that establishment.
But families also can gather and prepare
a special meal together. Even if dining
at home, everyone can get dressed up
and go the extra mile by creating a
restaurant-like atmosphere at home. Féte
the guest of honour with a toast before
the meal, and reserve a special surprise
for the graduate that’s only revealed
during the meal. For example, parents
can uncork a special bottle of wine to
commemorate college grads who can
legally drink. Parents of newly minted
high school.graduatescan-present a spe-
cial video with well wishes from all the
relatives who would normally attendithe
dinnerbut cannot due to the pandemic.

GRADUATION”

-Organize a ceremony at home. A light-
hearted graduation ceremony in the liv-
ing room or the backyard can ensure
graduates don't miss out on their chance
to stride across the stage and receive
their diploma. Invite a favorite teacher
over to give out the diploma or present
it yourself while doing your best school
principal/president impersonation. This
can be a fun way to add some levity to
celebrations and will be a fun memory
for grads to look back on in the years to
come.

Graduation celebrations will be different
in 2021, but families can still_make the most
of their chances'to honor grads in these
unique circumstances. (MCC)



PC Power of Community

Thank you to our incredible PC community for your
continued support during this unprecedented year.

0WER 0F It is a yet another reminder that the people are
Pickering and we could not have navigated this

ﬂMMM“Y challenging year without all of you.
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www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
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Kindergarten Graduates

M.
Mac Sweeney

S. Bonerath E. Borowski . A A. Hammell M. Hsueh M. Jiang

S. Pantano E. S. Rohani A. Sanderson J. Scherre M. Smith
Robinson-Vincent

A. Uglow 2 5 E. Wang 0. Wang T Wang

Celebrate success with us!

It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our students and to celebrate the contribution
that each makes to our world.

So what sets a PC education apart? Even in the midst of change, our dedicated faculty and staff are working together to ensure the
well-being of our students and their academic success. As one close-knit community, and despite the current physical distance, they are
thriving. Our students learn from passionate teachers, in small class groups, and receive the individualized support that they need to
succeed. By the time they graduate, our students are ready to take the next step, as innovative, courageous and s
compassionate global citizens who take action, true to Quaker values.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2021!
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S. Asgari S. Au Yong S. Bardai E. Bendet P. Carson J. Cheng T. Dang K. Dau

B. Elliott D. Erdemisik D. Goldson

N. Hansraj M. Ho J. Husein C. Johnson K. Lee

C. Lyu D. MacAlpine

T. Nguyen M. Omarova V. Payevshchyk

A. Vargas Rivera I. Vasileva

G. Still A. Taniguchi
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