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The end of a school year has traditionally
been a time of celebration. Students may cel-
ebrate because summervacation hasarived,
and famills typically gather to celebrate stu-
dents who have eamed ther diplomas and
degrees. But Just as It’s compromised many
other traditional celebrations, the COVID-
19 pandemic Is changing how families can
safely celebrate graduation.

Thanks o the tireless efforts of medical
researchers, a handful of COVID-10 vaccina-
tions have been developed and approved
since the end of 2020. As more and more
people become vaccinated, the world Is
aradually emerging from the pandemic.
However, members of the class of 2021 will
likely have to celebrate In unique circumy
stances. Such celebrations may not be tradi-
tional, but they can.stil be fun, Families fay,
even enjoyiriding new and inique ways to-
celebrate graduation this spring.

" "GRADUATION
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How to celebrate grads despite unigue circumstances

- Create a schook-themed ‘movie” where

grads are the stars. Students' academic
careers are filled with milestones, and the
emergency of varlous technologles over
the past two decades has made It easier
than ever for familles to document those
milestones. Parents can pore through the
many photos and videos they ve created
through the years and create a ‘This Is
Your Lie" video montage documenting
al the special schookrelated moments
students have had on their way to earn-
ing thelr diplomas and degrees. Parents
can share the video with relatives ff they
stil can't gather en masse come gradua-
tion season.

« Plan a special dinner. Graduation dinners.

able dining out can book a reservation
at the grad's favourtte restaurant, while
those who prefer to avoid dining out can
order takeout fiom that establshment.
But families also can gather and prepare
a special meal together. Even If dining
at home, everyone can get dressed up
and go the extra mile by creating a
restaurant-like atmosphere at home. Fate
the guest of honour with a toast before
the meal, and reserve a special surprise
for the graduate that’s only revealed
during the meal. For example, parents
can uncork a special bottle of wine to
commemorate college grads who can
legally drink. Parents of newly minted
high schoolgraduatesean present a spe-
clal vidéo with well wishes from all the.

‘wayside, even If meals might not reser-

‘ble traditional meals. Familles comfort-

would hormally attend the
dinner but cannat due to the pandemic.

- Organize a ceremony at home. A light-
hearted graduation ceremony In the Iv-
ing room or the backyard can ensure
graduates dorit miss out on thelr chance
o stride acioss the stage and recelve
thelr diploma. Invite 3 favorte teacher
over to give out the diploma or present
it yourself while doing your best school
principal/president impersonation. This
Gn be a fun way to add some levity to
celebrations and will be a fun memory
for grads to look back on In the years to
come.

Graduation celebrations will be different
in 2021, but families can still make the most
of their chances o' Fionor grads In these
unique circumstances. (MCc)



Registration now open for online
academic and OSSD credits

Secure your child’s future success by registering them to join us
online this summer! Our online credits are taught by experienced
online educators and offer the perfect blend of synchronous and
asynchronous activities to keep learners engaged and on track.

\ V B Weekly synchronous lessons and multiple extra
\ A help opportunities allow students to interact with

g Our online credits are a fantastic option for
students wishing to take control of their own
" learning. Courses begin June 28, 2021.

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/credits

PICKERING COLLEGE BEEO

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON | Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

) their teacher and check their learning in real time.

Grade 12

Canadian and International Law (CLN4U)

Advanced Functions, University Preparation (MHF4U)
Global Leadership Theory to Action (IDC4U)

Grade 11
Functions, University Preparation (MCR3U)

Grade 10
Computer Science (ICS20)

Grade 8/9
Math Bridge Course (non-credit)

English as a Second Language - ESLDO or ESLEO

AP Statistics Exam Preparation
(AP Exam Preparation Course - non-credit)

AP Macroeconomics

(AP Exam Preparation Course - non-credit and OSSD credit)
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